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Guidelines
BACKGROUND
In March 2021, President Biden signed a major piece of legislation into law – the American Rescue Plan Act,
or “ARPA.” Unlike previous COVID recovery bills, ARPA included billions of dollars of financial assistance
directly to cities like ours. Albany received more than $80 million in direct aid to be used to fund our local
needs and priorities (within certain eligible categories).
While the pandemic isn’t over yet, and we may face more disruptions and challenges in the months ahead, to
get our recovery going right now, Mayor Sheehan is making $25 million of ARPA funding available to
nonprofits, businesses, people, and city departments to help Albany build back better, together.
Mayor Sheehan allocated $25 million of the City’s ARPA funding to be competitively distributed through an
application process within specific priority areas. The priority areas are listed below and described further in
the City of Albany COVID Recovery Task Force Final Report (see pages 15-36).
Amount
$4M
$7M
$8M
$3M
$3M
$25M

Priority Area
Supporting Public Health Response
Assistance to Workers and Families (education, workforce, human services)
Assistance to Workers and Families (housing, transportation, community revitalization)
Small Business Support
Travel, Tourism, Hospitality and Arts Recovery

There is no minimum or maximum amount for individual awards, nor a set number of awards to be made in
whole or within each prescribed category.
The City will follow recommendations from the COVID Recovery Task Force and competitively award the
funding. The competitive application process will occur in two phases.
1. In the first phase – Submit a Pre-Application – we’re looking for your ideas. Specifically, we want to
support projects that have clearly defined goals and metrics, that reflect our principles, and most
importantly, that will have the greatest positive impact on the most people in our city.
2. The second phase – Submit an Application – we will ask selected applicants to more fully develop
their proposal as a full application, including, among other things: detailed budget, outcome
projections, and project approach and management.

This document focuses ONLY on the first phase – Submit a Project Proposal.
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ELIGIBILITY
Applicant
Eligibility

Applicants may be individuals, organizations, not-for-profit entities, for-profit entities,
or City Departments residing or doing business in the City of Albany. Applicant teams
are encouraged and may consist of multiple different types of partners.

Project Location

Applicants’ proposed projects must take place within the City of Albany’s borders.

Impact Areas

Applicants’ proposed projects must advance one or more of the Task Force’s five
priority Impact Areas. See Task Force Final Report pages 15-36 (needs assessment)
and pages 42-60 (recommendations) for more detail:
1. Supporting the Public Health Response
2. Assistance to Workers and Families (education, workforce, human services)
3. Assistance to Workers and Families (housing, transportation, community
revitalization)
4. Small business support
5. Travel, tourism, hospitality and arts recovery

Federal Funding
Eligibility

Applicants’ proposed projects must meet at least one federally-eligible ARPA
category. The priority Impact Areas are aligned with federally-allowed spending
categories. The City of Albany will work with applicants through this process; however,
proposals for projects that do not meet at least one federally-eligible ARPA category
will be declined.
For additional information, please consult The U.S. Department of Treasury’s federal
guidance on ARPA rules and eligibility here. Updates to federal guidance are also
posted to this page.

Compliance with
Federal
Requirements

Successful applicants will be subrecipients of the City of Albany’s federal funding. If
selected for funding, as a condition of acceptance, applicants shall agree to meet
all applicable requirements of the uniform guidance for federal grants. As outlined
in 2 CFR Part 200, these typically include:
1. The organization must provide a unique entity identifier.
2. All regulations, terms and conditions of the federal award will apply to the
subrecipient.
3. The subrecipient is required to comply with any additional requirements
imposed by the recipient (the City of Albany) to meet its own responsibilities to
the federal awarding agency.
4. Funding may be used for indirect costs only under a federally recognized
indirect cost rate or the allowable de minimis indirect cost rate.
5. Subrecipients must provide the recipient and auditors access to records and
financial statements as necessary.
6. A local government, tribe, institution of higher education or nonprofit
organization that expends $750,000 or more in federal awards during its fiscal
year, including awards received as a subrecipient, must have a single audit or
program-specific audit conducted for that year.

Pre-Application Instructions
1.

Begin your pre-application here. You can also access the pre-application form and find more
information at www.AlbanyForAll.com.

2.

Select your language from the drop down menu in the upper right corner.
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3.

Save a draft. This optional step will allow you to save your proposal form draft and continue
working on it at a later date before submitting your final proposal. Scroll to the bottom of the page
and click “save”.

Option 1. If you have a Jotform account, login.
Option 2. If you do not have a Jotform account, sign up with Google, Facebook, or your email
address.
Option 3. Or, click “Skip Create an Account” to get a unique link to your form that you can
access later without logging in or creating an account.

3

1
2
Continued on next page.
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Once in the pre-application, you will be asked to respond to each of three sections of the Pre-Application
Form: 1) Applicant Information; 2) Project Overview; and 3) Project Narrative. Note that, throughout the form,
required fields are marked with a red asterisk (*).

PART 1 OF 3: APPLICANT INFORMATION
4.

Complete the Primary Applicant section. Enter basic information about the applicant
organization.
If your proposal is being submitted in partnership with other organizations, you must select one
organization as the primary applicant. The primary applicant will be the point of contact for the
City. The primary applicant is responsible for completing all parts of the proposal accurately and
honestly.
Joint applications including one or more partner organizations are encouraged. The third
subsection (Partners, see step 6 on the following page) provides space to enter information about
partner organizations. More detailed information about the partner organizations and the role of
each organization will be collected in the Full Application if your team is selected to progress to
that stage.
Information entered for the primary point of contact will be used by the City to contact your
organization about this proposal. After submitting the proposal, a copy of your completed
proposal will be emailed automatically to the email address entered here.

Continued on next page.
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5.

Review and complete the Acknowledgement of Subrecipient Requirements.
You must acknowledge and agree to meet all applicable federal funding requirements in order
to be eligible to submit a proposal.

If you have questions, you may review the information linked in the form, attend webinars, or email
the ARPA support team at AlbanyForAll@AlbanyNY.gov.

6.

Complete the Partners subsection. Enter information about any partner organizations that are
jointly submitting this application.
If you are subsequently invited to submit a Full Application, you will be asked to provide additional
detail for each partner organization and provide letters of support from each entity. In this proposal
you can simply name the organization(s).

Continued on next page.
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PART 2 OF 3: PROJECT OVERVIEW
7.

Complete the Priority Impact Areas subsection. This section relates to the five priority Impact
Areas defined by the City of Albany COVID Recovery Task Force.
These are described in greater detail, including a needs assessment and specific
recommendations for each area, in the Task Force’s Final Report.
You must select at least one Impact Area that your project will address. You may select more than
one. For each Impact Area selected, you must briefly describe how your proposed project will
address it.
Once you check at least one box, you will only see the short response entry field(s) for the
selected Impact Area(s). For example, if you select ‘Support the Public Health Response’ and
‘Small Business Support,’ you will see the response areas for those topics. It is important that you
enter your response(s) in the correct box.

Continued on next page.
8.

Enter a Project Description. Use this space to enter a brief synopsis of your proposed project.
You will be able to enter a more detailed narrative response in the next section.
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9.

Complete the Sustainability subsection. Use the first two fields to enter the expected start date
and end date of the project. The project start date should be on or after the expected award of
funding (estimate to be late May 2022).
ARPA funding must be used by December 31, 2026. The project end date may be after that date;
however, projects that extend past this date must be fiscally self-sustainable beyond this date.
You must enter a narrative description of how the project is sustainable even if the end date is
within the ARPA funding period. Sustainability is one of the Task Force’s guiding principles.
Sustainability may relate to financial sustainability and/or the sustainability of project outcomes.

10.

Complete the Project Budget subsection.
First, enter the total amount of ARPA funding you are requesting from the City of Albany for the
proposed project.

Use the rest of this subsection to enter information about other funding sources that will be used to
support the project. If the proposed project would be funded entirely by ARPA funds received via
this application process, select “No” and move on to the next section.

If you will leverage other funding sources to support this project use the table to enter each source
and the amount expected.
Select a source type from the drop down menu and enter the amount expected in the box to the
right. Then click the + sign to add a row. Use the selection for “Requested ARPA funds” to enter
the amount of ARPA funding you are requesting from the City of Albany for the proposed project.
This should be equal to the amount entered above.
Continued on next page.
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The total project budget, including all funding sources will automatically sum in the “Total Anticipated
Project Budget” field. You do not need to enter anything in this box.

PART 3 OF 3: PROJECT NARRATIVE
11.

Enter a Project Narrative response that addresses each of the bulleted questions in the prompt.
This is the area where you may provide the most detail about your proposed project. As noted in
the form, you may cite data and statistics in your response; these may include, but are not limited
to, the sources provided in Appendix A of this document. (This prompt has a maximum length of
1,500 words)

12.

Enter an Equity Statement that responds to the bulleted questions in the prompt. Refer to the
Equity Framework for definitions and a list of additional questions you may consider when
developing your proposal. (This prompt has a maximum length of 500 words)

13.

Enter a Community Engagement response that addresses the prompt. (This prompt has a
maximum length of 500 words)

14.

Enter an Innovation response that addresses the prompt. (This prompt has a maximum length
of 500 words)

Congratulations! You have reached the end of the proposal form.

See Review Checklist on next page.
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USE THIS CHECKLIST TO REVIEW YOUR PROPOSAL.

 Did you save your proposal to review and update later?
 Are all mandatory fields completed? (If not, click “See Errors” in the red bar at the top to find errors in
the form.)
 Is the primary point of contact name, email address, and phone number entered correctly in the first
section? Remember, this is how you will be contacted after you submit your proposal.
 Are key facts about the proposed project consistent throughout? (E.g., start and end date, amount of
ARPA funding requested, project objectives.)
 Did you edit narrative responses? (Tip: You may find it beneficial to draft narrative responses in
another program (e.g., Word, Pages, Google Docs, etc.) before copying into the form.)
 Did you address all questions in your response to bulleted multi-question narrative prompts?
 Have you thoroughly addressed each of the Task Force’s eight guiding principles in your responses?
(See Final Report pages 38-39)
 Does your proposed project clearly address one or more of the Task Force’s priority Impact Areas?
(See Final Report pages 15-36)
 Does your proposed project advance equity and recovery in the City of Albany?

End of Proposal Form Instructions.
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Resources for Applicants
WEBINARS
Applicants are strongly encouraged to view webinars, attend information session(s), and participate in open
office hours.
Visit www.AlbanyForAll.com for the latest information and links to view or join each session.
Webinars:

Virtual Office Hours:

Applying for Funding 101
Available online on Friday, January 14

Will be announced week of January 11
Completing the Proposal Form Demo
Available online on Friday, January 14

Applicants should review the City of Albany COVID Recovery Task Force Final Report to learn more about
the priorities that were developed through a months-long public input process, including the community’s
priorities for advancing equity in Albany
New information about the application process, webinars and office hours, frequently asked questions
(FAQs), and the City’s use of ARPA funding will be published on the City’s ARPA website,
www.AlbanyForAll.com as it becomes available.

LANGUAGE AND OTHER ACCOMMODATIONS:
The proposal form is available online in English, Spanish, Chinese, Arabic, S’gaw Karen, and Pashto. To
request other accommodations please email AlbanyForAll@albanyny.gov.
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EQUITY FRAMEWORK
Equity should be a central element of each proposal. It should be a primary target for the action and outcomes
to result from each project.
Applicants may consider the following definitions to frame their understanding of equity in this process. Each
definition acknowledges that equitable project selection and implementation is not ‘one-size-fits all’ and will
look different based on demographic background, region, and availability of existing resources and
infrastructure.
To that end, the equity framework is guided by multiple approaches to equity, such as:
“Proposals that directly improve conditions for traditionally disadvantaged, underserved or
marginalized populations.”
- City of Albany ARPA Task Force Report, Guiding Principles

“People being treated differently in the interest of giving all people access to health,
safety, and welfare (the fundamental purposes of local government)”
- The Basics of Equity in Budgeting, Government Finance Officers Association
Government Finance Review, February 2021

“The consistent and systematic fair, just, and impartial treatment of all individuals,
including individuals who belong to underserved communities that have been denied such
treatment”
- White House Executive Order On Advancing Racial Equity and Support for
Underserved Communities Through the Federal Government, January 20, 2021

In the Proposal Form, applicants will be asked to describe how their organization(s) works to advance equity
in the community, and specifically how the proposed project will impact disadvantaged, underserved, or
marginalized populations in Albany. Applicants should consider equity in all aspects of proposal design, not
only in the required Equity Statement.
The following prompts provide a framework to begin thinking about how your proposal will impact equity. This
is not an exhaustive list of equity considerations, nor the only way to think about equity.
Continued on next page.

Equity Framework (cont.)
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Applicants may consider these questions when developing a proposal:


Does your proposal address a specific disparity?



How would your proposal impact that specific disparity or other known disparities?



How does your proposal advance equity?



Who are the likely and intended primary users of the service or program? Further, who benefits and
who is burdened?



Would access to the proposed service or program be available on a consistent and equitable basis
(e.g., language, internet access, availability of transportation)?



What are potential unintended consequences of proposal?

End of Equity Framework.
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APPENDIX A: DATA RESOURCES
The City of Albany strongly encourages applicants to review and incorporate data within proposals to
substantiate needs and opportunities as well as to inform proposed outcomes and project goals.
The following is a brief summary of key data in each priority Impact Area identified by the Task Force in its
Final Report, as well as examples of available online data sets that applicants may use as they develop their
proposals.1
The City welcomes the use and incorporation of additional, reputable data sets as applicants see fit.

Supporting the Public Health Response
The Task Force found and reported the following key statistics regarding public health in the City of Albany:
As of August 2021, Black people made up 13% of the population in Albany County, however only 9.7% had
received at least one COVID vaccine dose, compared to White people who made up nearly 78% of the
eligible vaccine population and had a one-dose vaccination rate of 80%.2 Sources of information that
community members rely on for COVID-19 updates may vary by race/ethnicity. Black or African American
respondents are more likely to get COVID-19 updates from television and less likely to get them from social
media.3
There was a 47% increase in the City’s unsheltered homeless population between July 2019 and July 2020.4
Further, there was a 50% increase in emergency food distribution through food banks in Albany during the
summer of 2020, demonstrating the highest demand for emergency food since the Great Depression.5 In the
12 months prior to the COVID-19 pandemic outbreak, Albany County averaged 932 monthly SNAP
applications to provide those in need with funds for food. In the 14 months of the COVID pandemic from
March 2020 to May 2021, applications increased 15.5% (averaging 1,076 applications/month).6
Continued on next page.

Newer data than that used in the Task Force Report may be – or become – available during the proposal and application
processes. Applicants should make efforts to cite the most recent available data to the extent feasible.
2
New York State Department of Health Demographic Vaccination Data as reported in the Task Force final report published in
August 2021. https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/demographic-vaccination-data
3
City of Albany Audit and Control - Final Report on the City of Albany’s COVID-19 Response Among Communities of
Color.
4
Albany County Department of Social Services.
5
https://feedingnys.org/elected-officials/
6
Albany COVID Recovery Report Final 8.24 pg. 21.
1
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Relevant data resources for applicants include but are not limited to:




City Health Dashboard. Multi-year data for 32 public health-related metrics for 750 cities across the
US, including Albany. https://www.cityhealthdashboard.com/ny/albany/city-overview
Open Data NY. State and County-level data in several public health-related topic areas, including
COVID-19 testing, fatalities, and vaccination. https://data.ny.gov/
City of Albany Resource Map. The resource map provides a visualization and listing of available
resources by location, including https://data.albanyny.gov/browse

Education, Workforce, and Human Services
The Task Force found and reported the following key statistics regarding education, workforce, and human
services in the City of Albany:
In February 2021 it was reported that about two-thirds of U.S. public-school students were doing at least
some of their classes from home, and that as of December 2020 at least 11 of the 25 largest districts in the
U.S. were still distributing devices or extending internet service to students with lingering connectivity needs.7
Between 2001 and 2020, New York State experienced a 4% cumulative increase in the number of jobs, lower
than the U.S. growth of 9%. Upstate New York further lags this pace, with a 3% job loss rate in the same
period.8 Some estimates project that 4.3 million jobs nationally may disappear over the next decade in
customer service and food service roles compared to before the pandemic.9 In April 2020, 39% of jobs held by
Black employees were vulnerable due to the COVID-19 crisis, compared with 34% for White employees, while
65% of U.S. Hispanics and Latinos worked in the five sectors that were suffering the largest drops in GDP
during the pandemic.10
The nature of work has also changed. In one survey, 83% of more than 9,000 workers preferred a hybrid
model (with remote work for at least 25% of the time).11 75% of employees reported being willing to give up at
least one benefit or perk for the freedom to choose their work environment.12
Continued on next page.

7

https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/education/2021/02/04/covid-online-school-broadband-internet-laptops/3930744001/
EMSI, as reported in the Albany COVID Recovery Report Final 8.24 pg. 23.
9
McKinsey, as reported in the Albany COVID Recovery Report Final 8.24 pg. 22.
10
https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/public-and-social-sector/our-insights/covid-19-investing-in-black-lives-andlivelihoods#
11
https://www.forbes.com/sites/joemckendrick/2021/05/30/remote-work-evolves-into-hybrid-work-and-productivity-rises-thedata-shows/?sh=b6f1cbf4825e
12
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/04/23/how-post-covid-hybrid-work-will-change-job-benefitsperks.html#:~:text=Data%20from%20a%20recent%20WeWork,access%20to%20an%20office%20space
8
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Relevant data resources for applicants include but are not limited to:






New York State Education Department (NYSED). NYSED compiles financial and performance data
by district and school. https://data.nysed.gov/
City of Albany Resource Map. The resource map provides a visualization and listing of available
resources by location, including workforce and educational services https://data.albanyny.gov/browse
City Health Dashboard. Multi-year data for 32 public health-related metrics for 750 cities across the
US, including Albany. Metrics include incidence of frequent mental health distress, as well as social
and economic factors and physical environment factors that impact health outcomes.
https://www.cityhealthdashboard.com/ny/albany/city-overview
U.S. Census Bureau OnTheMap. Place-based analysis of jobs by sector, age, and earnings,
commute distance, and workers commuting into or out of the City. https://onthemap.ces.census.gov/

Housing, Transportation, and Community Revitalization
The Task Force found and reported the following key statistics on housing, transportation, and community
revitalization (including public safety) in the City of Albany:
According to national research completed in May 2021, up to 20% of all renters were behind on rent as of
January 2021. This national study further found that 46% of rental properties in Albany were in arrears in
2020, compared to 18% a year earlier.13
According to a study published by the University at Albany, a survey targeting under-resources populations in
the City of Albany between December 2020 and January 2021 (239 valid responses) found that over 50%
were concerned about losing their housing.14 Further, COVID-19 stands to have lasting negative effects on
neighborhoods, as nearly 30% of Albany landlords reported planning to defer maintenance in the future.15
And, as noted earlier, the Albany County Department of Social Services reported a 47% increase in the
unsheltered homeless population between July 2019 and July 2020.16
The City of Albany has a homeownership rate of 37.5% compared with a 65.6% homeownership rate for the
U.S as a whole. In the City of Albany 69% of White residents own homes but only 20% of Black residents own
a home, and Albany has the second largest Black/White homeownership gap in the nation.17 Nationwide,
Redfin reported that 16% of Black Americans who apply for mortgages are rejected, compared with 7% of
White Americans. Moreover, Black Americans are more likely to be turned down for mortgages due to low
credit scores and debt than their white counterparts.18
Continued on next page.

13

Bloomberg Harvard City Leadership Initiative 2021 as reported in the Albany COVID Recovery Report Final 8.24 pg. 26.
https://scholarsarchive.library.albany.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1008&context=covid_mhd_nys_white_papers
15
Bloomberg Harvard City Leadership Initiative 2021 as reported in the Albany COVID Recovery Report Final 8.24 pg. 26.
16
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/capital-region/news/2020/08/07/pandemic-homelessness-spike17
https://www.policygenius.com/mortgages/black-homeownership-rates/
18
https://www.housingwire.com/articles/black-americans-still-face-massive-housing-barriers/
14
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At the beginning of April 2020, average weekday ridership for CDTA went from 55,000 to under 25,000, but
boardings slowly inched back to over 35,000 per day over the next few months and are slowly returning to
more typical levels. There is a significant population in the City without access to cars; walkability
improvements and improvements in the public transportation system are vital. Roll-out of alternative
transportation options may be delayed due to budget deficits related to COVID-19 or lack of density driving
need for new options.19
Despite more than $696 million invested in Park South, $189 million in the South End, and more than $229
million in Arbor Hill and Sheridan Hollow, urban blight is prevalent and distressed neighborhoods require
additional investment to make a significant impact.20 The gap in median household income between those
who live in predominantly Black and White neighborhoods in the City can be as much as $60,000.21 As of July
2021, there are (approximately) more than 1,000 vacant buildings in the City of Albany.22
In 2019, there were 48 shootings that resulted in the injury of a person compared to 101 in 2020 (an increase
of 110 percent).23 As of May 2021, there were 9 homicides in Albany, compared to 15 homicides in all of
2020.24
Relevant data resources for applicants include but are not limited to:






Albany Police Department. Data on arrests, calls for service, reported crimes, and traffic citations by
neighborhood. Data on use of force incidents and citizen complaints is also available.
https://data.albanyny.gov/browse
FBI UCR/NIBERS Data. Agency-level data on crime and arrests. https://crime-dataexplorer.fr.cloud.gov/pages/home
City of Albany Resource Map. The resource map provides a visualization and listing of available
community resources by location. https://data.albanyny.gov/browse
U.S. Census Bureau. Home ownership rates and demographic information.
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/

Continued on next page.

19

Capital District Transportation Authority (CDTA), as reported in the Albany COVID Recovery Report Final 8.24 pg. 27.
Albany COVID Recovery Report Final 8.24 pg. 26.
21
https://www.timesunion.com/projects/2021/albany-divided/
22
City of Albany Vacant Building Registry, as reported in the Albany COVID Recovery Report Final 8.24 pg. 26.
23
https://www.news10.com/news/albany-county/timeline-2021-gun-violence-in-albany/
24
https://dailygazette.com/2021/05/25/more-police-coming-in-response-to-albany-gun-violence/
20
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Small Business Support
The Task Force found and reported the following key statistics regarding small business support in the City of
Albany:
According to a 2020 Brookings study, minority-owned businesses make up only 20% of the country’s 5.6
million businesses, despite representing 40% of the population.25 There is limited access to capital for small
businesses, and specifically to minorities, as evidenced by nearly 89% of respondents selecting financial
assistance as their top priority and biggest unmet need in a 2020 survey issued by the Support SmAlbany
coalition.26 According to a 2019 report from the Small Business Credit Survey, nationally, large banks approve
roughly 60% of loan applications by non-Hispanic White small business owners, compared to 50% of those
sought by Latino or Hispanic owners of any race and 29% of those sought by Black owners.27
The National Main Street Center reported that small businesses established a growing e-commerce presence
between April 2020 and January 2021 – increasing from only 53% of businesses to 63%. Of those
businesses, though, less than one-third conducted more than 10 percent of their sales online.28
In 2018, the U.S. Census Bureau reported that 85% of workers employed in the City of Albany lived outside
the City limits.29 Early pandemic stay-at-home orders and the prolonged shift to remote work
disproportionately impacted Albany’s daytime population – and spending in the City.30
Relevant data resources for applicants include but are not limited to:





Federal Reserve Small Business Surveys. Surveys documenting activity and challenges for small
businesses. https://www.fedsmallbusiness.org/survey
U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey. Place-based data profiles provide economic
characteristics including income, employment, and worker commute times.
https://www.census.gov/acs/www/data/data-tables-and-tools/data-profiles/2019/
U.S. Census Bureau OnTheMap. Place-based analysis of including commute distance, and workers
commuting into or out of the City. https://onthemap.ces.census.gov/

Continued on next page.

25

Brookings, as report in the Albany COVID Recovery Report Final 8.24 pg. 29.
Albany COVID Recovery Report Final 8.24 pg. 30.
27
https://www.fedsmallbusiness.org/medialibrary/FedSmallBusiness/files/2021/sbcs-report-on-firms-owned-by-people-ofcolor as reported in the Albany COVID Recovery Report Final 8.24 pg. 30.
28
https://www.mainstreet.org/blogs/national-main-street-center/2021/07/07/main-spotlight-get-used-to-it-the-pivot-isnt-going
29
https://onthemap.ces.census.gov/ as reported in the Albany COVID Recovery Report Final 8.24 pg. 30.
30
Albany COVID Recovery Report Final 8.24 pg. 30.
26
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Travel, Tourism, Hospitality and Arts Recovery
The Task Force found and reported the following key statistics regarding travel, tourism, hospitality and arts
recovery in the City of Albany:
Tourism and hospitality were significantly impacted by the pandemic. Albany International Airport continues to
see a lower number of travelers per day compared to pre-pandemic levels, though it climbed modestly from
the early days of the pandemic (85% lower than pre-pandemic levels) to March 2021 (about 65% lower than
pre-pandemic levels).31 According to a Brookings report, nationally, 52.1% of small businesses in the leisure
and hospitality sector have been forced shut down entirely and 35.2% were forced to cut their workforce as of
May 2020. According to the same report, “as with business owners, Black, Latino or Hispanic, and female
workers were overrepresented in hospitality occupations, as are youth and workers with less education.”32
The American Alliance of Museums told NPR in in a June 2021 interview with NPR that – before the
pandemic – museums contributed over $50 billion to the U.S. gross domestic product pre-pandemic, and they
employed about three-quarters of a million people, as many as the aviation industry, and they are often the
tourist destination in cities large and small.33
In the first-ever large-scale study of the academic, social, and emotional outcomes of arts exposure in
children, it was found over two years that students exposed to additional arts programming experienced a “3.6
percentage point reduction in disciplinary infractions, an improvement of 13 percent of a standard deviation in
standardized writing scores, and an increase of 8 percent of a standard deviation in their compassion for
others”34
Relevant data resources for applicants include but are not limited to:




U.S. Bureau of Transportation Statistics. The bureau has created several datasets tracking the
impact of COVID-19 on travel in the across the country including data at the state and county level.
o Effects of COVID-19 on Travel Behavior https://www.bts.gov/browse-statistical-products-anddata/covid-related/effects-covid-19-travel-behavior
o Daily Travel during the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency https://www.bts.gov/daily-travel
U.S. Census Bureau Statistics of U.S. Businesses (SUSB). Data sets including businesses,
employment, and annual payroll by sector and location. https://www.census.gov/programssurveys/susb.html
Continued on next page.

Economically Disadvantaged Communities
Investing in economically disadvantaged communities is a priority for federal ARPA funding. The following
definitions, or other reasonable definitions, may be used identify a community that is economically
disadvantaged for the purposes of federal ARPA funding.35

31

https://www.timesunion.com/business/article/Vaccines-start-to-have-impact-on-travel-16010033.php
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/the-avenue/2020/08/20/back-to-work-in-the-flames-the-hospitality-sector-in-a-pandemic/
33
https://www.npr.org/2021/06/01/1002077626/a-new-report-shows-museums-had-a-bad-year-but-not-the-worst-possible
34
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/brown-center-chalkboard/2019/02/12/new-evidence-of-the-benefits-of-arts-education/
35
Federal guidance continues to evolve pending the publication of a final rule. The most current guidance is available here:
https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/coronavirus/assistance-for-state-local-and-tribal-governments/state-and-local-fiscalrecovery-funds/recipient-compliance-and-reporting-responsibilities
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A program, service, or the primary intended beneficiaries of the program or service are located in a
Qualified Census Tract. Qualified Census Tracts in the City of Albany are listed here and shown in the
map below.36



A program or service for which the primary intended beneficiaries earn less than 60% of the median
household income for the relevant jurisdiction. In 2019, 60% of the median household income in
Albany was $41,496.37
A program or service for which the over 25% of intended beneficiaries are below the federal poverty
level. The federal poverty level varies by family size. In 2021, the federal poverty level was $12,880 for
individuals and $26,500 for a family of four.38



End of Data Resources.

36

https://www.huduser.gov/portal/sadda/sadda_qct.html
U.S. Census Bureau. Population, demographic, and economic data. https://data.census.gov/cedsci/
38
A full list of federal poverty levels can be seen here: https://aspe.hhs.gov/topics/poverty-economic-mobility/povertyguidelines
37

Page 20 of 20

