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In supplement to its prior memorandum, the Department of Planning & Development seeks to provide clarification
on some questions raised by Common Council members.
Imperfections with the re-lined version of the document
The red-lined version of Chapter 375 provided is an imperfect document. The imperfections are the result of change
in file format. The original USDO was produced in Microsoft Word (.doc) format. When discussions began about
contracting with General Code to publish the code through their e-code portal, Planning Department staff was in
the process of developing changes in part due to the required “Six-Month Review” evaluation of the USDO. At the
time, it was our intention to move with consolidated updates inclusive of copyediting, renumbering and more
elaborate content changes, allowing General Code to produce a single version of the revised code inclusive of all of
the proposed changes.
More recently, it was decided to move forward with the USDO copyediting and renumbering separately from any
proposed content changes. However, the USDO inclusive of all of the aforementioned changes had already been
converted to a new Extensible Markup Language (.xml) format to ensure compatibility with the General Code
platform. As the original USDO document was in Microsoft Word format and not in the new XML format, a direct
“track changes” version of the document could not be produced via Microsoft Word due to formatting
incompatibility. General Code did their best to accommodate the City’s request for a “track changes” version of the
revised document (copyedited and renumbered) and the original adopted USDO, but was unable to resolve all of
the formatting issues resulting from the incompatibility of the differing file formats.
Copyedits to correct inconsistencies in content
It has been suggested that some of the proposed copyedit changes result in changes in content or could be
construed as such. The explanation for this is that the original adopted USDO includes several internal
inconsistencies that are proposed to be corrected amongst the copyedit changes. The document has subsequently
been reviewed by Planning Department staff in the hopes of identifying such changes. The results of this review can
be viewed in Attachment A.
Additionally, review of the document has identified the two additional errors where text was not properly restored
to that stated in the originally adopted USDO, as detailed in Attachment 2. Our presumption is that this has resulted
from the formatting reconfiguration detailed above. These cases stood out due to the amount of written text that
was altered, in contrast the grammatical and numerical corrections that comprise most of the changes.
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Attachment 1
Existing Content

Conflicting Content

Proposed Change

Article II: Zoning Districts
§ 375-204: Mixed-use districts.
(6) MU-CI Mixed-Use Campus/Institutional
(d) District standards.
(i) Development standards.

Article II: Zoning Districts
§ 375-204: Mixed-use districts.
(6) MU-CI Mixed-Use Campus/Institutional
(c) Dimensional standards.
Table 375-2-25: Setbacks

Article II: Zoning Districts
§ 375-204: Mixed-use districts.
(6) MU-CI Mixed-Use Campus/Institutional
(d) District standards.
(i) Development standards.

G. Where any structure abuts a residential
zone district, a minimum rear yard
setback of 10 feet shall be provided

E. Rear, minimum
Adjacent to R District: 15 feet

G. Where any structure abuts a residential
zone district, a minimum rear yard
setback of 15 feet shall be provided

Existing Content

Conflicting Content

Proposed Change

Article II: Zoning Districts
§ 375-401. Dimensional standards.
(3) Dimensional Standards Summary Tables.
(a) Residential districts.
(i) General standards. Dimensional standards
for residential zoning districts are
shown in -Table 375-4-1 .below.
Table 375-4-1: Setbacks

Article II: Zoning Districts
§ 375-203: Residential districts.
(6) R-V Residential Village.
(c) Dimensional standards.
Table 375-2-25: Setbacks

Article II: Zoning Districts
§ 375-401. Dimensional standards.
(3) Dimensional Standards Summary Tables.
(a) Residential districts.
(i) General standards. Dimensional standards
for residential zoning districts are
shown in -Table 375-4-1 .below.
Table 375-4-1: Setbacks

Minimum front, General: 20 feet

E. Front, minimum; General: 10 feet

Minimum front, General: 10 feet

Existing Content

Conflicting Content

Proposed Change

ARTICLE VI: Rules of Construction; Definitions
§ 375-602. Definitions.

ARTICLE VI: Rules of Construction; Definitions
§ 375-602. Definitions.

ARTICLE VI: Rules of Construction; Definitions
§ 375-602. Definitions.

CITY OF ALBANY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN —
The Comprehensive Plan of the City of
Albany, including elements or portions
thereof, as adopted and amended by
Common Council.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN — That
Comprehensive Plan for the City of Albany,
titled "Albany 2030,," approved by the
Common Council, as amended or replaced by
action of the Common Council from time to
time.

CITY OF ALBANY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN —
The Comprehensive Plan of the City of
Albany, including elements or portions
thereof, as adopted and amended by
Common Council.

Existing Content

Conflicting Content

Proposed Change

ARTICLE VI: Rules of Construction; Definitions
§ 375-602. Definitions.

ARTICLE III: Use Regulations
§ 375-301. General.
(2) Multiple uses.

ARTICLE VI: Rules of Construction; Definitions
§ 375-602. Definitions.

PRINCIPAL USE — The primary or
predominant use to which the lot or building
is or may be devoted and to which all other
uses are accessory. A lot or building may have
only one principal Use.

A development in a mixed-use district or
special purpose district may include multiple
principal uses, including a combination of
residential and nonresidential uses, provided
that each use is either a permitted or
conditional use in that zoning district,
that a conditional use approval is obtained
for any conditional use, all use-specific
standards applicable to each use are met,
and the development complies with all
applicable density, dimensional, impervious
surface, development, and performance
standards.

PRINCIPAL USE — The primary or
predominant use to which the lot or building
is or may be devoted and to which all other
uses are accessory. A lot or building may
have only one principal Use.

Existing Content

Conflicting Content

Proposed Change

ARTICLE V: Administration and Enforcement
§ 375-504. General procedures.
(6) Scheduling and notice of public hearings.
(c) Notice format and content.
(v) Posted notices.

ARTICLE V: Administration and Enforcement
§ 375-502. Procedure Summary Chart.

ARTICLE V: Administration and Enforcement
§ 375-504. General procedures.
(6) Scheduling and notice of public hearings.
(c) Notice format and content.
(v) Posted notices.

E. Posted notices shall be placed at least 10
days prior to the hearing to be conducted on
the application.

The following table lists the types of
development applications authorized by this
USDO. For each type of application, the table
indicates what type of notice is required,
what role City review authorities play in its
review, and when a public hearing is
required.

E. Posted notices shall be placed at least 10
days prior to the public hearing or initial
public meeting to be conducted on the
application.

Attachment 2
Article IV: Development Standards
§ 375-405: Parking and Loading
(7) Off-Street Loading Standards
(b) Design and Use of Off-street Loading Areas.

Original USDO Content
(iii) No loading space shall be located
within any required front yard.

Renumbered/Copyedit Content

Proposed Correction

(iii) No loading space shall be located within (iii) No loading space shall be located
any required front or corner side yard.
within any required front or corner side
yard.

ARTICLE V: Administration and Enforcement
§ 375-505: Administration and Enforcement
(19) Major Certificate of Appropriateness
(a) Applicability

Original USDO Content
(i) Demolition of a structure;

Renumbered/Copyedit Content

Proposed Correction

(i) Demolition of a structure that is not located (i) Demolition of a structure that is not
on property owned by the Albany County located on property owned by the Albany
Land Bank;
County Land Bank;

