
 
ALBANY COMMON COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
 

Monday, February 6, 2012 
Draft: April 16, 2012 Approved: 

 
 The Common Council was convened at 7:00 p.m. and was called to order by Council 
President McLaughlin. 
 
 The roll being called, the following answered to their names:  Bailey, Calsolaro, 
Commisso, Conti, Fahey, Freeman, Golby, Herring, Igoe, Jenkins-Cox, Konev, O’Brien, 
Rosenzweig, Sano, and Smith. 
 
 Also present were the following staff:  Cashawna Parker, Nala Woodard, Patrick Jordan, 
and Barbara Samel. 
 
 Council Member Calsolaro led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
 
 1.  Marlon Anderson, 491 Livingston Avenue, Albany, NY (Quality of life issues); 
 2.  Paul Collins, 89 N. Allen Street, Albany, NY (Citizens’ Police Review Board); 
 3.  Shatesha Sima, 14 Wilkins Avenue, Albany, NY (Citizens’ Police Review Board); 
            4.  Khaliq Harrison, 160 South Pearl Street, Albany, NY (Citizens’ Police Review 
                 Board); 
 5.  Aaron Carter, 45 Central Avenue, Albany, NY (Citizens’ Police Review Board); 
 6.  Vincent Riguso, 13 Beach Avenue, Albany, NY (Sound System and Bonding). 
 
There being no further speakers, the President declared the public comment period over. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF LOCAL LAWS
 
The local laws on the agenda were held at the request of President Pro-Tempore Conti. 
 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES
 
Planning, Economic Development and Land Use – Chairman Herring stated that the 
Committee met on Tuesday, January 24, 2012 to consider Ordinance Number 9.12.10 relating to 
entertainment permits.  The ordinance was held for further discussion and amendments. 
 
Public Safety – Chairwoman Smith stated that the Committee met on January 23 and January 
25, 2012 to interview candidates for the Citizens’ Police Review Board.  The Committee selected 
three applicants for appointment, Ms. Martinez, Mr. Toye, and Mr. Bradley. 
 



Council Operations – Chairman Conti stated that the Committee met on January 20 and 
February 2, 2012 to interview applicants to the Reapportionment Commission. 
 
Law, Buildings and Code Enforcement – Chairman Igoe stated that the Committee would be 
meeting on February 16, 2012 to discuss Ordinance Number 58.102.11 in relation to tobacco free 
zones in the City of Albany. 
 
Finance, Taxation and Assessment – Chairman Sano stated that the Committee would be 
meeting on February 9, 2012 at 5:30 p.m. to discuss various DGS bonding ordinances. 
 
Housing and Community Development – Chairman Calsolaro stated that the Committee would 
be meeting on February 28, 2012 to discuss Community Development Block Grants (CDBG) 
and the City’s Lead Abatement program, which will not be funded this year. 
 
REPORTS OF AD HOC COMMITTEES
 
Ad Hoc Committee on Residential Permit Parking- Chairman Conti stated that the Ad Hoc 
Committee met on January 27, 2012 to discuss Ordinance No. 46.72.11 and it was reported out 
of committee with a favorable recommendation.  He stated that some minor modifications 
needed to be made to the zones, but anticipated moving for passage in the near future. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCES
 
Council Member Sano withdrew Ordinance Numbers 18.22.11 and 24.32.11. 
 
The remaining ordinances on the agenda were held at the request of President Pro-Tempore 
Conti. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTIONS
 
Council Member Bailey offered RESOLUTION NUMBER 3.21.12R, asked for passage and 
a roll call vote thereon: 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL SUPPORTING THE 
DEPARTMENT OF DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING IN ITS APPLICATION TO 
THE NEW YORK STATE ENVIRONMENTAL FACILITIES CORPORATION FOR 
FUNDING UNDER THE GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE GRANTS PROGRAM 
 

WHEREAS, the Department of Development and Planning is applying to the New York 
State Environmental Facilities Corporation (EFC) for funding under the Green Infrastructure 
Grants Program (GIGP) for a grant in an amount up to $47,500 to aid in the design phase of the 
North Swan Street Park, in the City of Albany; and 
 

WHEREAS, the grant application requires that the applicant obtain the approval and 
endorsement of the governing body of the municipality in which the park is located; and 
 



WHEREAS, 6 NYCRR Section 617.5 (Title 6 of the New York Code of Rules and 
Regulations) under the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR) provides that certain 
actions identified in subdivision (c) of that section are not subject to environmental review under 
the Environmental Conservation Law. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Albany Department of 
Development and Planning is authorized to submit an application for grant funding under the 
NYS Environmental Facilities Corporation’s GIGP 2010 on behalf of the City of Albany. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Director of Planning is authorized to execute a 
Grant Agreement with the NYS Environmental Facilities Corporation with such changes as 
agreed to by the Mayor. 
 

RESOLVED, that the City of Albany Common Council authorizes and appropriates a 
minimum of 50% local match as required by the Green Innovation Grant Program for the GIGP 
project (North Swan Street Park).  Under the GIGP program, this local match must be at least 
50% of the total actual project costs.  The maximum local share appropriated subject to any 
changes agreed to by the Director of Planning shall not exceed $47,500 in in-kind services, based 
upon a total estimated maximum project cost of $95,000.  The Director of Planning may increase 
this local match through the use of in kind services without further approval from the Common 
Council. 
  

RESOLVED, that the Common Council hereby determines that the proposed design 
phase of the North Swan Street Park project is a Type II action in accordance with 6 NYCRR 
Section 617.5(c) which constitutes the preliminary planning and budgetary processes of the 
project and is therefore not subject to review under 6 NYCRR Part 617.5(c)(21). 
 
The resolution passed by the majority vote of the following Council Members:   
Affirmative - Bailey, Calsolaro, Commisso, Conti, Fahey, Freeman, Golby, Herring, Igoe, 
Jenkins-Cox, Konev, O’Brien, Rosenzweig, Sano, and Smith. 
 
Affirmative 15 Negative 0 Abstain 0 
 
Resolution Number 3.21.12R was co-sponsored by Council Members Igoe, Jenkins-Cox, Konev, 
O’Brien, and Smith. 

 
Council Member Bailey offered RESOLUTION NUMBER 4.21.12R, asked for passage and 
a roll call vote thereon: 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL SUPPORTING THE CITY OF 
ALBANY IN ITS APPLICATION TO THE NEW YORK STATE ENVIRONMENTAL 
FACILITIES CORPORATION FOR FUNDING UNDER THE GREEN INNOVATION 
GRANTS PROGRAM 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Albany, through the Department of General Services, is applying 
to the New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation (EFC) for funding under the Green 



Innovation Grants Program (GIGP) for a grant in an amount up to $750,000 to aid in the design, 
engineering and reconstruction of a portion of State Street in the City of Albany; and 
 

WHEREAS, the grant application requires that the applicant obtain the approval and 
endorsement of the governing body of the municipality in which the park is located; and 
 

WHEREAS, 6 NYCRR Section 617.5 (Title 6 of the New York Code of Rules and 
Regulations) under the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR) provides that certain 
actions identified in subdivision (c) of that section are not subject to environmental review under 
the Environmental Conservation Law. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Albany Department of 
General Services is authorized to submit an application for grant funding under the NYS 
Environmental Facilities Corporation’s GIGP 2010 on behalf of the City of Albany. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Engineer is authorized to execute a Grant 
Agreement with the NYS Environmental Facilities Corporation with such changes as agreed to 
by the Mayor. 
 

RESOLVED, that the City of Albany Common Council authorizes and appropriates a 
minimum of 10% local match as required by the Green Innovation Grant Program for the GIGP 
project (State Street Rehabilitation).  Under the GIGP program, this local match must be at least 
10% of the total actual project costs.  The maximum local share appropriated subject to any 
changes agreed to by the City Engineer shall not exceed $75,000, based upon a total estimated 
maximum project cost of $825,000. 
 

RESOLVED, that the City Engineer is authorized to execute a Grant Agreement with the 
NYS Environmental Facilities Corporation and any and all other contracts, documents and 
instruments necessary to bring about the Project and to fulfill the City of Albany’s obligations 
under the GIGP Grant Agreement. 
  

RESOLVED, that the Common Council hereby determines that the proposed State Street 
Project is a Type II action in accordance with 6 NYCRR Section 617.5(c) which constitutes 
maintenance involving no substaintial changes in an existing facility, repaving of an existing 
right-of-way and street openings for the purpose of maintaining existing utilities and is therefore 
not subject to review under 6 NYCRR Part 617(c)(1), (4) and (5). 
 
The resolution passed by the majority vote of the following Council Members: 
Affirmative - Bailey, Calsolaro, Commisso, Conti, Fahey, Freeman, Golby, Herring, Igoe, 
Jenkins-Cox, Konev, O’Brien, Rosenzweig, Sano, and Smith. 
 
Affirmative 15 Negative 0 Abstain 0 
 
Resolution Number 4.21.12R was co-sponsored by Council Members Igoe, Jenkins-Cox, Konev, 
O’Brien, and Smith. 
 



Council Member Jenkins-Cox introduced RESOLUTION 5.21.12R at the request of 
Council President McLaughlin, which was held: 

RESOLUTION COMMEMORATING BLACK HISTORY MONTH 2012 AND 
HONORING THE EXTRAORDINARY CONTRIBUTIONS OF AFRICAN-
AMERICANS TO THE NATION AND THE CITY OF ALBANY 

WHEREAS, African-Americans have provided much labor, intellect, creativity, strength 
and leadership that has made the United States of America a great place to live and a leader in 
the attainment of freedom and justice in the modern world; and 

  WHEREAS, African-Americans have also supplied much of the labor, intellect, 
creativity, strength and leadership that built the City of Albany and its many neighborhoods and 
communities since colonial times and played a major role in the justice and freedom seeking 
activities of the Underground Railroad; and 

 WHEREAS, the extraordinary role of African-Americans in the nation as a whole and 
Albany in particular has too often been overlooked by both well-meaning individuals and those 
blinded by the legacy of racism left in the wake of our nation’s history of slavery and bondage; 
and 

WHEREAS, despite the many obstacles placed in the way of generations of African-
Americans, they have proven their ability to keep the dream of freedom and racial justice alive 
by constantly striving to overcome those who would limit their educational and economic 
opportunities by restricting their choices and limiting their options through the use of Jim Crow 
laws, poll taxes and other restrictions; and 

WHEREAS, the sacrifices and successes of those many generations of African-
Americans led to the establishment of churches known for their religious leadership, the 
founding of historically black colleges and universities responsible for educating millions 
throughout the nation, entrepreneurs who have created thousands of jobs, and the flourishing of a 
rich cultural and artistic heritage that has contributed greatly to our nation and beyond; and 

WHEREAS, efforts to restrict the rights of African-Americans have continued to this day 
and the struggle against racism remains a crucial battle throughout our nation generally and the 
City of Albany specifically that is directly relevant to our communities; and 

WHEREAS, the intellect, creativity and leadership of African-Americans throughout the 
City of Albany’s history remains a largely untold story and it is important for all residents of our 
City to become familiar with it; and  

WHEREAS, Black History Month celebrations raise awareness and have proven to be 
valuable tools in drawing attention to contributions made by African-Americans to the United 
States; and 



WHEREAS, it is important for the Common Council, as the legislative body that 
represents all residents of the City of Albany to commemorate the valuable contributions of 
African-Americans to the city and the nation; and 

WHEREAS, [Nominee names to be added as received] 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Albany Common Council, acting on 

behalf of all the people of the City of Albany, hereby commemorates February 2012 as Black 
History Month, and pauses in its deliberation to honor the sacrifices and contributions made by 
African-Americans.  

 
BE, IT FURTHER, RESOLVED, that the Common Council honors all of the nominees in 

recognition of their leadership, service, and contributions to civic life throughout the City of 
Albany. 
 
Council Member Herring offered RESOLUTION NUMBER 6.21.12R, asked for passage 
and a roll call vote thereon: 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL DECLARING ITSELF LEAD 
AGENCY FOR PURPOSES OF DETERMINING ENVIRONMENTAL SIGNIFICANCE 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE 8 OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONSERVATION LAW (SEQRA), AND ITS IMPLEMENTING REGULATIONS, IN 
CONNECTION WITH ADOPTION OF THE ALBANY 2030 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Albany has prepared a Full Environmental Assessment Form 
(EAF)/Generic Environmental Impact Statement (GEIS), in conjunction with the proposed 
adoption of the Albany 2030 Comprehensive Plan; and  
 
      WHEREAS, the Albany 2030 Comprehensive Plan Board approved the proposed plan on 
December 13, 2011 recommended that the proposed plan be forwarded to the Common Council 
for review and adoption; and 
 
      WHEREAS, the action is preliminarily classified as a Type I action and is subject to the 
provisions of the State Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”), as set forth in 
Environmental Conservation law Article 8, and its implementing regulations; and 
 
      WHEREAS, the Common Council is the most involved agency and, as such, is the most 
appropriate Lead Agency to conduct a review of the plan in accord with SEQRA regulations. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of 
Albany shall coordinate review of the Comprehensive Plan by issuing a Notice of Intent to act as 
lead agency to all involved agencies pursuant to and under SEQRA; 
 
      RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
The resolution passed by the majority vote of the following Council Members: 



Affirmative - Bailey, Calsolaro, Commisso, Conti, Fahey, Freeman, Golby, Herring, Igoe, 
Jenkins-Cox, Konev, O’Brien, Rosenzweig, Sano, and Smith. 
 
Affirmative 15 Negative 0 Abstain 0 
 
President Pro-Tempore Conti asked for majority consent to add RESOLUTION 
NUMBERS 9.21.12R, 10.21.12R, AND 11.21.12R to the agenda, which was approved by 
unanimous voice vote. 
 
Council Member Smith offered RESOLUTION NUMBER 9.21.12R, asked for passage and 
a roll call vote thereon: 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL APPOINTING MARITZA 
MARTINEZ AS A MEMBER OF THE CITIZENS’ POLICE REVIEW BOARD 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Maritza Martinez be and hereby is 
appointed as a member of the Citizens’ Police Review Board to fill an unexpired term of office 
expiring October 26, 2012. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take effect immediately. 
  
The resolution passed by the majority vote of the following Council Members: 
Affirmative - Bailey, Calsolaro, Commisso, Conti, Fahey, Freeman, Golby, Herring, Igoe, 
Jenkins-Cox, Konev, O’Brien, Rosenzweig, Sano, and Smith. 
 
Affirmative 15 Negative 0 Abstain 0 
 
Resolution Number 9.21.12R was co-sponsored by Council Members Fahey, Freeman, Golby, 
Igoe, and Konev. 
 
Council Member Smith offered RESOLUTION NUMBER 10.21.12R, asked for passage 
and a roll call vote thereon: 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL APPOINTING PATRICK TOYE 
AS A MEMBER OF THE CITIZENS’ POLICE REVIEW BOARD 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Patrick Toye be and hereby is appointed 
as a member of the Citizens’ Police Review Board to fill an unexpired term of office expiring 
October 26, 2013. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take effect immediately. 
  
 The resolution passed by the majority vote of the following Council Members: 
Affirmative - Bailey, Calsolaro, Commisso, Conti, Fahey, Freeman, Golby, Herring, Igoe, 
Jenkins-Cox, Konev, O’Brien, Rosenzweig, Sano, and Smith. 
 



Affirmative 15 Negative 0 Abstain 0 
 
Resolution Number 10.21.12R was co-sponsored by Council Members Golby, Igoe, and Konev. 
 
Council Member Smith offered RESOLUTION NUMBER 11.21.12R, asked for passage 
and a roll call vote thereon: 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL APPOINTING JAMES 
BRADLEY AS A MEMBER OF THE CITIZENS’ POLICE REVIEW BOARD 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that James Bradley be and hereby is 
appointed as a member of the Citizens’ Police Review Board for a three (3) year term, expiring 
October 26, 2014. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take effect immediately. 
  
The resolution passed by the majority vote of the following Council Members: 
Affirmative - Bailey, Calsolaro, Commisso, Conti, Fahey, Freeman, Golby, Herring, Igoe, 
Jenkins-Cox, Konev, O’Brien, Rosenzweig, Sano, and Smith. 
 
Affirmative 15 Negative 0 Abstain 0 
 
Resolution Number 11.21.12R was co-sponsored by Council Members Conti, Golby, Igoe, and 
Konev. 
 
Council Member Herring offered RESOLUTION NUMBER 2.21.12R, which was 
previously introduced, and asked for passage and a roll call vote thereon: 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL CONFIRMING THE 
APPOINTMENT OF G. MICHAEL APOSTOL AS A MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF 
ZONING APPEALS 
 
The resolution passed by the majority vote of the following Council Members: 
Affirmative - Bailey, Commisso, Fahey, Freeman, Golby, Herring, Igoe, O’Brien, Rosenzweig, 
and Sano. 
Negative – Calsolaro, Conti, Jenkins-Cox, Konev, and Smith. 
 
Affirmative 10 Negative 5 Abstain 0 
 
The remaining resolutions on the agenda were held at the request of President Pro-
Tempore Conti. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS OR UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Council member Dan Herring offered the following, which was adopted by unanimous voice 
vote: 



COMMISSIONERS OF DEEDS 

RESOLVED THAT THE FOLLOWING PERSONS BE AND HEREBY ARE APPOINTED 
COMMISSIONERS OF DEEDS FOR THE CITY OF ALBANY, NEW YORK FOR THE 
TERM ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2012, AND WAIVE THE READING OF THE NAMES: 
 

1. Sala Galloway 
 
Council Member Rosenzweig asked for clarification on whether the youth that spoke during 
public comment were working on behalf of the City of Albany.  Council President McLaughlin 
commented that the speakers were part of a group of residents that had recently formed and not a 
sanctioned City Committee. She clarified that the youth are working on behalf of the community 
and meet weekly. 
 
Council Member Igoe suggested having CPRB brochures available at Council meetings. 
 
Council Member Calsolaro discussed the DGS bonding that will be before the Finance, Taxation 
and Assessment Committee and specifically, that he believes the bonding will exceed 10% of the 
City’s debt service. He discussed that DGS has requested $1 million more in bonding and that 
equipment was bonded that is not being used or will not be used before the life of the bond has 
expired. He discussed City policy that states that budgets should not exceed what was approved 
in the budget and the need for the council to spend more time reviewing the Capital Plan during 
budget discussions. 
 
Council Member Sano discussed issues with bonding that will be discussed at the Finance 
meeting. The Committee will be reviewing many of the issues raised by Council Member 
Calsolaro. 
 
Council Member Smith discussed the timing of the Times Union placing a video of a recent 
stabbing on it’s website and that she is not in support of this decision. She discussed that it hurts 
the families involved and was inappropriate. 
 
Council Member O’Brien stated that that everyone made good points and discussed carrying 
over $1 million from last year that wasn’t used. He discussed his appreciation for the City 
Treasurer and always asks her input. He discussed landfill bonding debt and assessing a trash 
reduction fee. 
 
Council Member Freeman discussed PEG Access and how are the recorded meetings getting out 
to the public and if the meetings are being put on the PEG Access channels. He discussed the 
CPRB and legal questions that were raised about the City legal Counsel assisting the CPRB. He 
discussed people not wanting to file complaints with the CPRB because there’s no faith in the 
process and people are looking to see something positive. 
 
ADJOURNMENT
 
President Pro-Tempore Conti made a motion to adjourn.  Council President McLaughlin, hearing 
no objections, stated that the meeting was adjourned. 



 
A true record of the Common Council February 6, 2012. 
 
CASHAWNA PARKER 
SENIOR LEGISLATIVE AIDE TO THE  
ALBANY COMMON COUNCIL 
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