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USDO Review Web Page

http://albanyny.gov/1919/USDO-Review 
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Outline of Article IV Changes

• §375-402 – Preservation standards

• § 375-406 – Landscaping, screening, and buffering

• § 375-407 – Building design standards

• § 375-409 – Signs
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§375-402 – Preservation Standards

• New Preservation Standards 

Section created.

• General Conservation Standards

• Standards applicable to properties 

in the Historic Resources Overlay

§375-402 is proposed to incorporate:

• Design standards for existing buildings 

from §375-407 Building and streetscape 

design.

• Historic Resources Overlay General and 

Rehabilitation Guidelines from §375-206 
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§375-402 – Preservation Standards

• New Preservation Standards 

Section created.

• General Conservation Standards

• Standards applicable to properties 

in the Historic Resources Overlay

Proposed Section and Language

§375-402(1)
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§375-402 – Preservation Standards

Current Section and Language

§375-407(4)(a), §375-407(4)(d)(i, ii, iii), §375-

407(4)(f)(i), §375-407(4)(g)(i, ii,iii,), §375-

407(4)(h)(i), §375-407(4)(i)

• New Preservation Standards 

Section created.

• General Conservation Standards

• Standards applicable to properties 

in the Historic Resources Overlay
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§375-402 – Preservation Standards

Proposed Section and Language

§375-402(3)(a), §375-402(3)(b), §375-

402(3)(c), §375-402(3)(d), §375-402(3)(e), 

§375-402(3)(f)

• New Preservation Standards 

Section created.

• General Conservation Standards

• Standards applicable to properties 

in the Historic Resources Overlay
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§375-402 – Preservation Standards

Current Sections

§375-206(1)(c), §375-206(1)(d)

Proposed Section and Location

§375-402(4)

• New Preservation Standards 

Section created.

• General Conservation Standards

• Standards applicable to 

properties in the Historic 

Resources Overlay
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§375-402 – Preservation Standards

Should Vs. Shall

§375-402(4)(d) Windows

• Existing: Original windows should be 

repaired rather than replaced whenever 

possible. 

• Proposed: Original windows shall be 

repaired rather than replaced whenever 

possible. 

• New Preservation Standards 

Section created.

• General Conservation Standards

• Standards applicable to 

properties in the Historic 

Resources Overlay
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Outline of Article IV Changes

• §375-402 – Preservation standards

• § 375-406 – Landscaping, screening, and buffering

• § 375-407 – Building design standards

• § 375-409 – Signs
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§375-406 – Landscaping, screening, and buffering
§375-406 is proposed to incorporate:

• Historic Resources Overlay Fence, Wall, 

and Accessory structure guidelines from 

§375-206

Current Sections

§375-206(1)(g)

Proposed Section and Location

§375-406(8)(e)
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Outline of Article IV Changes

• §375-402 – Preservation standards

• § 375-406 – Landscaping, screening, and buffering

• § 375-407 – Building design standards

• § 375-409 – Signs
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§375-407 – Building design standards

• Building Design Standards

• Standards applicable to new 

construction in the historic 

resources overlay.

• Standards specific to the 

Downtown Albany Historic District. 

§375-407 is proposed to incorporate:

• Historic Resources Overlay New 

Construction Guidelines and New 

Construction in or adjacent to the 

Downtown Albany Historic District 

Guidelines from §375-206 
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§375-407 – Building design standards

Current Section and Language

§375-206(1)(e)(i-ix)

• Building Design Standards

• Standards applicable to new 

construction in the historic 

resources overlay.

• Standards specific to the 

Downtown Albany Historic District. 
Proposed Section and Location

§375-407(5)(a)(i-vi)
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§375-407 – Building design standards

Current Section and Language

§375-206(1)(f)(i-iii)

• Building Design Standards

• Standards applicable to new 

construction in the historic 

resources overlay.

• Standards specific to the 

Downtown Albany Historic 

District. Proposed Section and Location

§375-407(5)(b)(i), §375-407(5)(b)(ii)(A-C) 



16

Outline of Article IV Changes

• §375-402 – Preservation standards

• § 375-406 – Landscaping, screening, and buffering

• § 375-407 – Building design standards

• § 375-409 – Signs
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§375-409 – Signs

§375-409 is proposed to incorporate:

• Historic Resources Overlay Signs 

Guidelines §375-206 

• Signs located in the historic 

resources overlay. 
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§375-409 – Signs

Current Section and Language

§375-206(1)(g)(ii)(A-E)

Proposed Section and Location

§375-409(8)(a)(i-v)

• Signs located in the historic 

resources overlay. 
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§375-409 - Signs

• Clarify purpose and intent.

• Bolster standards applicable to all signs to respond to developed concerns.

• Consolidate language pertaining to signs from other portions of the code.
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§375-409 - Signs

• Clarify purpose and intent.

Currently the purpose is too broad and would work against the general sentiments 

expressed by common council representatives that signs should be regulated so as to 

minimize adverse impacts on residential aesthetics. Right now the purpose of signage is:

• Promote and protect public health and welfare and safety

1. Protect property values

2. Create more attractive economic and business climate

3. Enhance and protect the physical appearance of the community

4. Preserve the scenic and natural beauty

5. Reduce sign or advertising distractions and obstructions that may contribute to 

traffic accidents

6. Reduce hazards that may be caused by signs overhanding or projecting over 

public rights-of-way

7. Curb deterioration of community’s appearance and attractiveness.
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§375-409 - Signs

• Clarify purpose and intent.

Proposed Change:

i. To encourage the effective use of signs as a means of communication in the City 

while preserving the rights of free speech under the First Amendment to the United 

States Constitution.

ii. To maintain and enhance the aesthetic environment and the City’s ability to attract 

sources of economic development and growth.

iii. To improve pedestrian and traffic safety.

iv. To minimize the possible adverse effect of signs on nearby public and private 

property.
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§375-409 - Signs

• Clarify purpose and intent.

• Bolster standards applicable to all signs to respond to emerging concerns.

• Consolidate language pertaining to signs from other portions of the code.
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§375-409 - Signs

• Bolster standards applicable to all signs to respond to emerging concerns.

• Clarify positions like prohibiting box signs by disallowing them outright, as opposed to 

using descriptive language to try to include box signs as disallowed.

• Reduce flag sizes to bring them into scale with the zoning districts they are in, as 

opposed to universal allowances that may result in overly large flags.

• Flags are a vulnerable category. Flags are put under the sign code, but are not 

identified as a sign, inherently. Currently, a loophole exists to use flags as business 

signs without restriction except flag size. There is no limit on number of flags permitted.
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§375-409 - Signs

• Bolster standards applicable to all signs to respond to emerging concerns.

• Increase size allowances for non permitted signage, but place restrictions to limit 

impact.

• Increase non-permitted signage from 1 square feet to 4 square feet but limit to 

home occupation only.

• Increase window signs from 15% to 25%; with 20% overall window area per 

floor, but consider requiring this under signage permit to regulate and bring 

signage into conformity – most existing window signs are not legally non-

conforming and are out of compliance.

• Change temporary sign language to limit temporary signage to two non-

consecutive 30-day periods per calendar year. 

• Further define seasonal/holiday decorations and lighting to limit potential 

impact to pedestrian and traffic safety.

• Add allowances for memorial and interpretive markers for cultural facilities.

• Add allowances for for real-estate signs.



25

§375-409 - Signs

• Bolster standards applicable to all signs to respond to emerging concerns.

• Modify existing allowances

• Disallow Box Signs

• Disallow Pole Signs

• Consider disallowing post-and-panel signs.

• Allow limited signage for electronically or manual changeable copy in MU-CI and 

MU-DT districts as currently allowed in MU-NC, and MU-CU.

• Reduce maximum illumination of electronic copy significantly.

• From 5,000 nits to 2,500 nits from dawn to dusk

• From 500 nits to 300 notes from dusk to dawn

• Expand Special Sign Program to all zoning districts and change from a Minor 

Development Plan Review to an administrative review

• Increase signage allowances for industrial districts.
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§375-409 - Signs

• Clarify purpose and intent.

• Bolster standards applicable to all signs to respond to developed concerns.

• Consolidate language pertaining to signs from other portions of the code.
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§375-409 - Signs

• Consolidate language pertaining to signs from other portions of the code.

• § 375-410 Operating and maintenance. 

• § 375-506 Preexisting development and nonconformities. 
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